
Session Meeting Minutes 
September 13, 2011 
 

Stated Meeting of 
Session 

The September 13, 2011 stated meeting of the Ogden Dunes Community Church was 
called to order by Moderator, William Hudson at 7:00 p.m. in the Fellowship Hall 

Quorum Present Moderator Rev. William Hudson, Ruth Dyerly, Bruce Klimek, Judy Selund, Julia 
Hoham, David Harbaugh, Mark Lecy, Ken Engel, John Skafish, Paul Rake, Jane 
Dickey and Jayne Mann. Also present Rev. Laura Reason and approximately six 
members from the Congregation 

Absent and 
Excused 

Dave Larson 

Prayer Rev. Hudson opened the meeting with a scripture reading and prayer and Ruth 
Dyerly read from the second chapter of Colossians, verses 12-14, 17. 

Approval of the 
Agenda 

Motion  made to approve the proposed agenda as amended to give Monica Hoham 
the privilege of voice to read her letter; seconded and passed.  A motion to adjourn 
at 9:00 made; seconded and passed. 

Approval of the 
Minutes 

Motion made to approve the minutes of the July 12, 2011stated session meeting; 
seconded and passed.  Motion made to approve the minutes of the Special Called 
Meeting by the Committee on Ministry (COM); seconded but amended to include 
that the motion to request that COM reconsider its decision to not approve the 
extension of Rev. Derek Morrison’s interim contract was passed unanimously.  
Amended motion passed. 

Clerk of the Session 
Report 

The following items read into the record: 
• Building usage e-mail votes – Sandpiper orientation meeting, August 15 at 7 

PM; Town of OD meeting on Lyme’s disease, August 17 at 2 PM; Tri Kappa 
Sorority, September 12 and every Monday thereafter from 6:30-9 PM.  All 
motions approved. 

• Other approved e-mail votes – July 7, cancel regular August Session meeting, 
hold special called meeting on August 30 to finish Church Survey, conduct 
other necessary business via e-mail votes; August 4, amend May 10, 2011 
motion by changing annual expenditure for Youth Director from $6,000 to 
$12,000; August 19, extension of Rev. Morrison’s interim contract 18 months 
with certain other changes (motion attached); August 21, amend August 19 
motion from 18 months to 12 months. 

• August 26, motion to cancel August 30 special called meeting tabled when 
COM called a special meeting for the same time. 

• Letters and e-mails from Presbytery (Attached) – July 15, e-mail on specific 
defects in ODCC interim plan: August 18, letter that COM will have 
representative at future Session meeting and postponement of Self Study 
Plan; August 24, letter received via e-mail reporting COM’s decision to not 
approve Rev. Morrison’s interim contract extension and the purported reasons 
why; August 26, e-mail calling a special COM meeting for August 30 at 7 
PM; and September 6, letter received via e-mail that COM denied Session’s 
appeal of COM’s decision regarding Rev. Morrison’s contract. 

• Letters and e-mails to the Presbytery (Attached) – July 19, e-mail responding 
to July 15 Presbytery e-mail on Plan defects; August 23, e-mail transmission 



of Rev. Morrison contract extension executed on behalf of Session; and 
August 26, letter sent via e-mail responding to COM’s August 24 letter. 

• Letter to Congregation – September 10, Clerk of Session Letter to 
Congregation conveying COM decision regarding Rev. Morrison’s contract 
and the time line surrounding the decision 

• Congregant’s letters to Session (Attached) – August 27, Susan MiHalo; 
September 4, Mike Falk; and September 12, Carolyn Saxton and Bill 
Gregory. 

Board of Deacons  No Report 
Moderator’s 
Report 

No Report 

Old Business 2011 Nominating Committee – Mark Lecy to contact Dave Larson to determine 
Dave’s status as Moderator of the committee.  If Dave is unable to act as Moderator 
for the remainder of the year, Mark, as Vice Moderator, will lead the process.  Rev. 
Hudson advised that Committee needs at least 3 functioning members to develop the 
slate of officers for 2012 which slate should be established by the end of November. 

New Business • Interim pastor search – Rev. Reason advised that normally the search can not 
commence until the end of Rev. Morrison’s contract and that the selection 
process and decision is a Session function.  Session noted that the current 
situation is not normal and that the process needs to be expedited.  Rev. Reason 
will consult with COM and report back on process. 

• Monica Hoham, exercising her privilege of voice, read her letter (attached) 
questioning Session’s extension of Rev. Morrison’s contact and criticizing Clerk 
of Session September 10 letter to the Congregation.  A discussion of the letter 
followed. 

• Motion  made to request appointment of a new transitional care consultant in 
order to start with a fresh slate; seconded.  Discussion led to tabling the motion 
with agreement to vote on the issue at the October session meeting.  Rev. Reason 
said she would like to meet with representatives from Session to discuss the issue 
before the next meeting and would coordinate with Bruce Klimek  

Committee 
Reports/Actions 

 

Property (Dave 
Harbaugh) 

Building Usage Motions: October 15, baby shower for family of Julia Klingensmith.  
Tabled until more information is obtained by Dave Harbaugh 
 
Information items:  Delivery of office furniture is pending and remodeling of the 
office is being planned. 

Stewardship (Ken 
Engle) 

• Consecration Sunday program has been planned including 3 sermons prior to and 
including Consecration Sunday 

• Financial report attached.. 
Worship (Jayne 
Mann) 

Informational items: 
• 79 people received Communion in July 
• 65 people received Communion in August 
• Rev. Morrison will be out of the office from October 16 – 23. 
• Hanging of the Greens is scheduled for November 30th.  



Mission/Evangelism/
Hospitality (Ruth 
Dyerly) 

• First round of mission budget has been dispersed; final disbursements will be 
made in November 

Personnel (John 
Skafish) 

• Motion  to approve Rev. Morrison’s vacation plans for October; passed. 
• The staff job description project is being held in abeyance until interim pastor 

selection process is completed. 
Christian Education 
(Jane Dickey) 

• Motion  to authorize a prayer and devotional meeting at 7:00 PM Wednesday 
evenings to be lead by Chuck Smothermon; passed. 

• Motion  to approve September 23rd Youth Group trip to a White Sox game; 
passed. 

• Ken Easton, Youth Director, will be providing activities for youth from 12:30 up 
to Bell practice on Thursdays.  

Technology (Julia 
Hoham) 

Audio visual big screen TV for Sanctuary has been previewed and found workable.  
Bids are pending. 

Prayer and 
Adjournment 

By Motion  the meeting was adjourned at 9:15 with prayer.  The next Stated Meeting 
of Session is scheduled for Tuesday, October 11, 2011 @ 7:00 pm in the Fellowship 
Hall 

 
Respectfully 
Submitted: 
Bruce Klimek 

See Attachments below 
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