
 
Session Meeting Minutes 
November 08, 2011 
 

Stated Meeting of 
Session 

The November 08, 2011 stated meeting of the Ogden Dunes Community Church was 
called to order by Moderator, William Hudson at 7:00 p.m. in the Fellowship Hall 

Quorum Present Moderator Rev. William Hudson, Ruth Dyerly, Bruce Klimek, Julia Hoham, David 
Harbaugh, Mark Lecy, Ken Engel, John Skafish, Paul Rake, Jayne Mann, Dave 
Larson and Jane Dickey. Also present Rev. Jeff Carter for Reconciliation Report, and 
approximately six members from the Congregation 

Absent and 
Excused 

Judy Selund 

Prayer Rev. Hudson opened the meeting with a scripture reading and prayer. 
Approval of the 
Agenda 

Motion  made to approve the proposed agenda; seconded and passed.  A motion to 
adjourn at 8:30 made; seconded and passed. 

Approval of the 
Minutes 

Motion made to approve the minutes of the October 11, 2011 stated session meeting; 
seconded and passed. 

New Business 
(Reported out of order to 
accommodate Rev Carter 
who left after this item) 

Reconciliation Committee report submitted by Rev. Carter.  To date, 55 members 
have spoken to the committee.  Meetings will continue thru November 10.  
Subsequent meetings are possible in the event of more requests, but the committee 
will prepare its report for the COM and the Session starting the week of November 
21.  The committee members will not be available the week of November 14.  Rev. 
Carter advised that the committee report does not substitute for the survey planned by 
the Session as part of the pastoral search process.  Session suggested the planned 
November 28 Session (see below) meeting would be a good opportunity to present 
the report. 

Clerk of the Session 
Report 

The following items read into the record: 
• E-mail motion to approve the baptism of Declan Michael Kilroy at the November 

6, 2011 Second Service.  The motion passed unanimously. 
• Letters to the Session submitted by Bill Bailey and Chuck Smothermon 

(Attached) 
Board of Deacons  Minutes from October 18, 2001 meeting submitted (attached) 
Moderator’s 
Report 

No report 

Old Business • 2011 Nominating Committee – Mark Lecy reported that a slate of Elders and 
Deacons shall be established by the end of the month.  Rev. Hudson advised that 
he would be unavailable to moderate the Congregational Meeting December 11.  
Motion  made to have another session meeting on November 28th to review the 
nominating committee slate and other business; seconded and passed.  Motion  
made to change the Congregational meeting scheduled for December 11th to 
December 4th; seconded and passed.  The Memorial Garden trustees and 
corporation trustees were discussed.  Jane Dickey shall ensure the Memorial 
Garden requirements will be satisfied, and Paul Rake will ensure the 
requirements for corporation trustees are in order for the January Corporation 
meeting. 

• Interim pastor search – Session expressed concern that there has been no action 



on (1) the follow-up taken by Rev. Reason at the September meeting to advise on 
expedited methods to search for an interim pastor and (2) the information 
provided by Rev. Hudson at the October meeting that ODCC would be receiving 
PIF’s for the interim position vacated by Rev. Morrison.  Rev. Hudson shall 
investigate why we have not received any PIF’s and report at the November 28th 
meeting.  Since, in the meantime, Rev. Morrison’s contract has terminated, Rev. 
Reason’s follow-up is now moot. 

• Congregational Survey – Rev. Hudson advised that he has given the petition to 
Frank Vardeman, Laura Reason, Linda Long and Bill McLean and that they have 
it under consideration.  Session expressed its disappointment that the petition was 
not delivered to the Carol McDonnell at the Synod level and the Presbytery 
Council which Rev Hudson advised he would do at the October meeting.  The 
October Session discussion on the matter was recalled to point out that the people 
Rev. Hudson has given the petition to have all been involved in the situation to 
date and the intent of the petition was to appeal to a higher authority.  Rev. 
Hudson assured Session he would present the petition at the next Presbytery 
Council meeting in December and deliver it to Carol McDonnel. 

• Portage Food Pantry Board – Bruce Klimek will check with Dean Squire to 
determine if he plans on continuing to fill ODCC’s Board of Directors position 
on the Portage Food Pantry. 

• Session appointed Julia Hoham as the ODCC commissioner for the November 
2011 Presbytery meeting 

New Business • Eleanor Taddei funeral service request – Eleanor Taddei’s request that Rev. 
Morrison conduct her funeral service was discussed.  Her concern is that Rev. 
Morrison may not be available because of the expiration of his contract with 
ODCC.  Motion  made to authorize Rev. Morrison to perform the funeral service 
of Eleanor Taddei by authority of ODCC Session even if the service is performed 
after the interim contract is no longer in force.  Motion seconded.  Discussion:  
Rev. Morrison has expressed is willingness to perform the service.  Rev. Hudson 
advised that the Presbytery would have no objection to this.  Motion passed 
unanimously. 

• Dunes News Hilite issues – Clerk of Session noted the following correction to the 
September edition containing the Hilites of the September Session meeting: 
“Monica Hoham, exercising her privilege of voice read her letter questioning 
Session’s extension of Rev. Morrison’s contact and criticizing Clerk of Session 
September 10 letter to the Congregation” should read “Monica Hoham exercising 
her privilege of voice read her letter criticizing Rev. Morrison’s September 11 
sermon and Clerk of Session’s September 10 letter to the Congregation.”  It was 
noted by Session the Session Hilites are Session notes, not minutes per se. 

• On behalf of the Personnel Committee, Paul Rake introduced a draft letter of 
recommendation (attached) from Session for Rev. Morrison.  Motion to approve 
the letter to be signed by Session made and passed. 

• Exit reflection – Motion  made for the Personnel Committee and other interested 
members to conduct an exit discussion (date to be determined) with Rev. 
Morrison to get the benefit of his insights on ODCC and its current state; 
seconded and passed.  



Committee 
Reports/Actions 

 

Property (Dave 
Harbaugh) 

• Building Usage Motions:  Motion to approve Jeri Kris to use the building on 
November 19th for a baby shower; passed. 

• Office remodeling underway; delivery of new furniture expected next week. 
• Motion  to approve $3,480 bid from Frontier to install a new phone system made.  

Discussion:  Current system broken and obsolete.  Remodeling has ceiling torn 
out exposes all the old wiring and other electronics and provides ideal access for 
installation of the new system.  Competitive bids and alternatives discussed.  
Motion amended to approve the bid and approve transferring the money from 
the Designated Church Capital Improvement fund to pay it made and passed.  

 
Stewardship (Ken 
Engle) 

• Report attached. 
• 42 pledges received to date compared to 69 last year 
• $121k pledged to date compared to $169K last year 
• $4,900 for grants from the endowment fund available for 2012, grant applications 

being evaluated 
Worship (Jayne 
Mann) 

• 71 received communion in October 
• Pulpit supply is covered thru and including December 25 
• Motion made to enable Worship Committee with appropriate notice to change 

Communion Sundays when necessary to accommodate the schedule of ordained 
pulpit supply pastors; seconded and passed. 

• Christmas Eve services shall be held at 4:30 and 9:00; on Sunday Christmas Day 
one 10 AM service shall be conducted as has been the case in the past. 

• Report attached 
Mission/Evangelism/
Hospitality (Ruth 
Dyerly) 

All mission money has been dispersed except for $500 which was declined by the 
Singles Group. 

Personnel (John 
Skafish) 

See New Business 

Christian Education 
(Jane Dickey) 

• Motion  to approve November 26th Youth Group Christmas tree cutting trip; 
passed. 

• Motion to approve Youth Group sledding party tentatively scheduled for Dec 
3rd, or when weather and snow permit; passed. 

• Thursdays with Kenny are going well with to-date attendance at 6 children 
Technology (Julia 
Hoham) 

No report 

Prayer and 
Adjournment 

By Motion  the meeting was adjourned at 8:40 with prayer.  The next Stated Meeting 
of Session is scheduled for Monday, November 28, 2011 @ 7:00 pm in the 
Fellowship Hall 

 
Respectfully 
Submitted: 
Bruce Klimek 

See Attachments below 
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