
 
Session Meeting Minutes 
January 10, 2012 
 

Stated Meeting of 
Session 

The January 10, 2012 stated meeting of the Ogden Dunes Community Church was 
called to order by Moderator, Rev. Phil Smith at 7:00 p.m. in the Fellowship Hall 

Quorum Present Moderator Rev. Phil Smith, Ruth Dyerly, Bruce Klimek, Julia Hoham, David 
Harbaugh, Mark Lecy, Ken Engel, John Skafish, Paul Rake, Jayne Mann, Dave 
Larson, Jane Dickey and Judy Selund. Also attending Tom Cornwell, Chuck 
Smothermon, Jeri Kris and Bill Bailey 

Absent and 
Excused 

None 

Prayer Rev. Smith opened the meeting with prayer. 
Approval of the 
Agenda 

Motion  made to approve the proposed agenda; seconded; amendment to add 2012 
Corporation Trustees to new business made; passed as amended.  A motion to 
adjourn at 9:0 made; seconded and passed. 

Privilege of Voice Bill Bailey was given privilege of voice to comment on the Town Hall meeting that 
the Presbytery held at the Church on January 8th.  He believes that the Reconciliation 
Team report is not worthy of the time Congregation members took to participate.  
The content does not warrant the amount of time it took to provide it to the 
congregation.  Moreover, the Presbytery’s stated reason for not approving Rev. 
Morrison’s extension rings hollow given that the administrative failings were never 
brought to the attention Session which would have provided remedies.  He felt the 
Presbytery delegation came across as very disingenuous.  In the general discussion 
which followed, the consensus opinion was consistent with Bill’s view. 

Approval of the 
Minutes 

Motion made to approve the minutes of the December 13, 2011 stated Session 
Meeting; seconded and passed. 

Clerk of the Session 
Report 

The following items were read into the record: 
• Thank-you cards from Libby Larson and Brenda Sprengel expressing their 

appreciation for the Christmas bonus they received from the Congregation 
• The written “Reconciliation Team” report provided by the Presbytery on January 

8th. (attached) 
Board of Deacons  No Report (Written report attached) 
Moderator’s 
Report 

No report 

Old Business Interim pastor search – Continuing disappointment that Presbytery, which knew in 
August 2011 that Rev. Morrison’s interim contract would not be renewed by it and 
which is preventing formation of a Pastor Nominating Committee until an interim is 
in place, has to date provided only one candidate for the position - on January 8th.  A 
motion was made and seconded that Session convey the following to the General 
Presbyter, Frank Vardeman: 

• Submittal of only one potential candidate for the interim position is 
inadequate 

• When can we expect more? 
• Is there a problem?  If so, please provide clarification. 

Motion passed unanimously 



 
Congregational Petition - Discussion concerning the January 24th Presbytery 
Council meeting lead to agreement that a delegation of Chuck Smothermon, Jayne 
Mann, Bob Hartman (if available and willing) and Bruce Klimek would represent the 
Church.  The consensus was that notwithstanding the e-mail received from the 
Presbytery Stated Clerk that the Council could do nothing about the petition, it was 
important to make our case before as much of the Presbytery as possible.  The Book 
of Order judicial path which was part of the motion from the December meeting is 
still under consideration. 
 
 

New Business Committee Changes and Assignments: 
• Christian Education – Jane Dickey, Mark Lecy and Chuck Smothermon 
• Stewardship and Mission – Ruth Dyerly, Chuck Smothermon, Mark Lecy 

and Karen Compton (Stewardship Committee combined with Mission 
Committee and finance functions removed) 

• Worship – Jayne Mann, Jeri Kris and Julia Hoham 
• Evangelism and Hospitality – Jeri Kris and Dave Harbaugh 
• Property – Dave Harbaugh and Tom Cornwell 
• Finance and Endowment – Tom Cornwell and Paul Rake (Committee added) 
• Personnel – Paul Rake and Karen Compton 
• Technology – Karen Compton and Julia Hoham 
• Clerk of Session – Bruce Klimek 

 
Corporate Trustee Slate:  The following Corporate Trustee slate will be presented 
for a vote at the annual Congregational meeting January 22nd: 

• Bill Bailey, Tom Cornwell, Alan Johnson and Paul Rake 
 
Nominating Committee Slate:  The following Nominating Committee Slate will be 
presented for a vote at the annual Congregation meeting January 22nd. 

• Mark Lecy, Dave Harbaugh and Dave Larson 
 

Memorial Garden Trustees:  No action required.  Trustees are Jane Dickey, Cheryl 
Engel, Ken Engel and Bob Hartman. 

Motion to Extend 
Time 

Motion to extend time to 9:30 made, seconded and passed. 

Committee 
Reports/Actions 

 

Christian Education 
(Jane Dickey) 

Youth Director’s report attached.  Change for Change Mission Project was described 
and Session support was requested and received. 

Property (Dave 
Harbaugh) 

Building Usage Motion :  March 4th, 1 – 3 PM in Fellowship Hall, Ogden Dunes 
Book Club meeting, passed 

Stewardship (Ken 
Engle) 

• Report attached 

Worship (Jayne • 109 received communion in December 



Mann) • Pulpit supply is covered thru 3rd Sunday in February 
Mission/Evangelism/
Hospitality (Ruth 
Dyerly) 

Final budget balance of mission money dispersed. 

Personnel (John 
Skafish) 

Paul Rake shall coordinate the exit interview with Rev. Morrison. 

Technology (Julia 
Hoham) 

No report 

Prayer and 
Adjournment 

By Motion  the meeting was adjourned at 9:30 with prayer.  The next Stated Meeting 
of Session is scheduled for February 13, 2012 @ 7:00 pm in the Fellowship Hall 

 
Respectfully 
Submitted: 
Bruce Klimek 

See Attachments below 
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